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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT UNDER 35 USC § 121 

Dear Sir: 

The following is submitted in response to the communication from the Examiner dated 
September 30, 1996. 

The Examiner divided the case into four groups as follows: 

->> Group I (claims 1-97) drawn to an article comprising a tube 
Group II (claims 98-104) drawn to a method of making a tube 
Group III (claims 105-1 16) drawn to a surgical method for repairing a vascular graft 
Group IV (claim 117) drawn to a surgical method of lining a blood conduit 

Applicants hereby elect Group I (claims 1-97) without traverse and anticipate filing 
additional patent applications at a later time to prosecute non-elected claims. 

The Examiner stated additionally that the claims of Group I also contain two patentably 
distince species as follow: 

Species I: the tubular article of claimsV^S 1 and(42-^97^ 
Species II: the tubular article of helically wound tape (claims 36-41) 



The Applicants elect the claims of Species I for prosecution at this time; however, the 
election is made with traverse in that the Applicants would respectfully point out that claim 1 
appears to be generic to claims 36-41 and that consequently it would be appropriate to leave 
these claims in the application until the patentability of claim 1 is resolved. 

Respectfully Submitted, 



Watfnf/D. House, 34,623 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P.O. Box 9206 
Newark, DE 19714-9206 
Date ;?Q DcXT (520) 526-3030 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



Dear Sir: 



In response to the Official Action dated September 30, 1996, we enclose the following 
papers for filing in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in connection with the above-identified 
Patent Application: 

1 . Response to Restriction Requirement (2 pages) 




Respectfully submitted, 



Wa^neD. House 34,623 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P.O. Box 9206 
Newark, DE 19714-9206 
Date: go Oc.<T (520) 526-3030 



